TURNER FENTON SECONDARY SCHOOL

SCHOOL COUNCIL 

MEETING

24 JANUARY 2008
MINUTES 
Present:  Yvonne Brown, Eva Deeb, Paresh Yadav, Azmina Hirani, Nadia Koltun, Samira Jivraj, Bhavna Radia, Bibi Zafur, Jennifer Aleong, Dennis Mercier, Scott Moreash, David Green, Bob Garton
1.
Welcome

A welcome was extended to all, particularly to Superintendent Scott Moreash and to Trustee David Green. 

2.
Renovations
Principal Garton provided updates about the renovations which had a forecasted completion date of May 15, 2008.  

Superintendent Moreash and Trustee Green addressed the parking issues.  A meeting had occurred two weeks ago with representatives of the Planning Department of the Peel District School Board, the City of Brampton, the Peel Regional Police, and the School.  Police would be more active on Kennedy Road; tickets could be issued.   Two officers would be assigned to handle the after school parking issues.   Crosswalks would be changed.  Notices regarding the parking would be put into the School newsletter.  No stopping signs would be installed on Kennedy Road.  Increased signage would be installed to prevent stopping in the area where the buses stop.  The City bus stop would be relocated to the south building.

Parents expressed concerns regarding the flashing police cars as a distraction.  Traffic moved more quickly if the police officers directed traffic to move the cars into the school.  Residential areas on Hartford Drive were clogged.  Changing the location of the city bus stop was a good idea.  Students leaving the cars in traffic on Kennedy Road were a significant hazard.  Gate or entrance in the school fence in the vicinity of the Sears plaza was a good idea but not possible because of the liability issues.  Consistency in regard to the rules for picking up students after school was desirable.

Superintendent Moreash agreed to take issues back to the Board. 
3.
Principal’s Report

· First semi-formal was well attended 

· Winter concert was well attended  --added flow drummer

· 2 parents nights—800 attended for grade eight parents and 1116 parents attended for IB night

· EQAO math test 

· Applications for Ontario Universities due by 9 January 2008 

· Ms Harrod is transferring to Mayfield Secondary School as Vice-Principal

· Ms Debbie Sharp-Ramsay will be new vice-principal

· Commencement date is 10 October 2008 

5.
Topics for further meetings
· April meeting with deal with school trips
· Keir from School Advocate ??????

· Speakers available from People from Education –referred to School Council for 2008-2009

· May 15, Superintendent Moreash on the Safe Schools Act and new initiatives at the Peel District School Board


6.
Adjournment

Next meeting is 21February 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the Kitchen in the South Building.
