TURNER FENTON SECONDARY SCHOOL

SCHOOL COUNCIL 

MEETING

24 APRIL 2008
MINUTES 
Present: Nadia Koltun, Dennis Mercier, Bob Garton, Lenita Mendes, Azmina Hirani, Eva Deeb, PareshYadav, Kimberly Jones. 

1.
Welcome

A welcome was extended to all.

2.
Presentations regarding trips

Kimberly Jones described her third trip to France and the changes that such trips bring about for the students.  She also outlined a trip for November 2008 to Ortona, Italy to honour the invasion by Canadians of the Italian peninsula in Nov-Dec 1943.  Each student will be paired with a veteran who died in the conflict and will learn about his life.  20 students from Turner Fenton may join the trip.

Mrs. Irene Latigo-Odida and two students, Kevin and Jocelyn, described their trip to Kenya and their visit to the communities and the schools in Tanzania.  The students spoke of the opportunity to step outside their North American society and of the generosity and sense of community of the villages they visited. They experienced a three-day safari.  The students described the trip as a life changing experience.

Andrew Koltun and Nadia Goswami described their trip to China including an awe inspiring visit to the Great Wall, the sense of history and pride of the Chinese people, and their conversations with those who had lived through the Cultural Revolution.

3.
Principal’s Report

· Bob Garton spoke of  the success of Culturefest, Fitness Week, the Spring Music Festival, the Art Banquet

· Renovations are continuing.  On May 15 the interior should be completed. Exterior to be completed by June.  A total “fit out” should occur on 15 August.  Parents and students appear to have adjusted to the challenges of the morning drop off but the after school drop off needs work.

· Prom night is very successful.  600 students and 50 staff are coming.  New location chosen due to the large turnout.
· Commencement will be the Friday of the Thanksgiving weekend at 5:00 p.m at the Speranza Hall.

· Decca competition in Atlanta coming up

· Ontario Skills Competition on 6 May 

· A field trip will occur on 5 May regarding the Holocaust survivors.  

· On 15 May there will be a field trip to the Toronto Aerospace Museum

· In EQAO tests, Turner Fenton showed the second highest level of improvement in Ontario
· Extensive use of teleconferencing facilities for chemistry presentations from UWO

4. New Business

Kimberly Jones encouraged Council to support student efforts to raise funds for a scoreboard for the school by the sale of raffle tickets.

Nadia Koltun to act as secretary upon resignation of Yvonne Brown.

5. Adjournment
Next meeting is 15 May 2008 at 7:00 p.m. in the Library in the North Building.
