TURNER FENTON SECONDARY SCHOOL

SCHOOL COUNCIL 

MEETING

15 January 2009
MINUTES 
Present:  Bob Garton, Dennis Mercier, Nadia Koltun, Eva Deeb, Janice Ing, Yadav Paresh, Gillian Smith, Hongwen Lin, Jacqui Strachan, Terri Nunn 
1.
Welcome

A welcome was extended to the guests from W. G. Davis School Council and to the guest speaker from People for Education, Jacqui Strachan

2. Presentation regarding Advocating for your Child at School and in the Community by Jacqui Strachan
Jacqui Strachan led a discussion about how parents may advocate for their children in the school and in the community.   She made the following suggestions

· Maintain a calm and positive relationship with the teachers, principal and superintendent

· Maintain a calm demeanour

· Identify the issue

· Gather as much information as possible regarding the issue

· Be aware with whom you will be meeting-teacher, principal, superintendent

· Keep records

· Organize your response to the issue –write letters to the school, make deputations, hold a meeting, letter to the editor

3.
Principal’s Report

Principal Garton spoke about Rumina Sandha, the speaker for our February meeting.  She is a settlement worker with the Multicultural Settlement and Education Partnership.  This programme provides support for newcomer families in the school.  Bob Garton also spoke about the projected enrolment for September 2009 and the staffing required.  He also discussed the acquisition of new technology for the school—interactive whiteboards and computers.
4.
Adjournment
Next meeting is 19 February 2009 at 7:00 p.m. in the kitchens in the South Building.
